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The Problem: Retirement Has Changed 
 
A generation ago, retirement felt secure. Most Americans could count on a 

pension — a monthly check that arrived for life, no matter what happened in 

the markets. Those defined benefit plans were the 

foundation of middle-class financial security.  

But then the system changed. 

Over the past 40 years, employers replaced 

pensions with 401(k)s and IRAs, shifting the 

responsibility for retirement income from companies 

to individuals. Instead of guaranteed income, people 

were given investment accounts whose value rises 

and falls with the markets. 

 
The result? 
Millions of Americans now face retirement uncertain about how long their 

savings will last. Studies show that more than 60% of workers fear outliving 

their money, and fewer than one in five believe they will have enough 

predictable income to maintain their lifestyle. 

Even diligent savers face the same concern: 

 

“How do I turn my savings into reliable, tax-advantaged income that 

lasts as long as I do?” 

That’s the question Defined Benefit Life® (DB Life) was created to answer. 
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DB Life brings back what retirement has been missing: predictability. It 

restores the feeling of a pension — but on a personal level, managed through 

modern life insurance technology. 
 
The Solution: Defined Benefit Life® 
A Pension… Without the Employer 
 

DB Life transforms a permanent life insurance policy into your own personal 

retirement income system — one that you own, control, and that grows tax-

deferred over time. It’s designed to help deliver a defined level of retirement 

income, managed dynamically to stay on track through changing economic 

conditions. 

Here’s how it works: 

You Define the Goal 

With your advisor, you identify the future income you’d like to receive in 

retirement — your “defined benefit.” 

 

You Fund the Plan 

Like contributing to a 401(k), you make systematic contributions to your DB 

Life policy. Your cash value accumulates tax-deferred within the policy. 

 

Your Plan Is Managed 

Each year, the system reviews your policy’s performance and may 

recommend adjustments to keep you aligned with your income goal — even if 

interest rates or market conditions change. 
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You Access Income — Tax-Free 

When retirement begins, you can access income through policy loans that 

are tax-free under current law. Some policies even offer optional riders that 

can guarantee a lifetime income stream from policy loans, subject to the 

specific terms and conditions of the rider and the issuing insurance company. 

 
Why Consumers Win 
 

Predictability Returns: You regain the confidence of knowing your 

retirement income is being actively managed toward a defined goal. 

Tax-Advantaged Income: Access cash value on a tax-free basis under 

current law through policy loans. 

Protection from Market Risk: Indexed strategies provide growth potential 

with downside protection. 

Legacy for Loved Ones: Your life insurance death benefit can pass to your 

beneficiaries, income tax-free. 

Managed for Life: The plan is reviewed annually to help ensure you stay on 

track — even as life and markets change. 

 

A New Way to Retire 
DB Life gives you what other approaches can’t — a sense of control and 

certainty. It’s not just an insurance policy; it’s a personal income management 

system that brings the discipline of pensions to modern retirement planning. 

 

Defined Benefit Life® — Restoring the promise of retirement security, 

one family at a time. 
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Important Disclosures 

 

Defined Benefit Life® (DB Life) is a life insurance-based retirement income strategy 
that uses Indexed Universal Life (IUL) as the underlying funding vehicle. It is not a 
qualified retirement plan or pension plan. 
Policy Loans: Withdrawals and policy loans reduce the policy’s cash value and 
death benefit and may cause the policy to lapse. Unpaid loans are added to the loan 
balance and accrue interest. 
Tax Treatment: Policy loans and withdrawals are generally not subject to income tax 
under current law, provided the policy remains in force and is not classified as a 
Modified Endowment Contract (MEC). Tax laws are subject to change. 
Guarantees: Any guarantees associated with the policy or optional riders are 
backed by the claims-paying ability of the issuing insurance company. 
Performance: Indexed Universal Life policies do not directly participate in any stock 
or equity investments, and they are not designed to generate returns equal to stock 
market investing. Index interest credits are subject to caps, spreads, and 
participation rates set by the insurance company and may change over time.  
Management Process: The DB Life annual management system provides policy 
monitoring and adjustment recommendations based on current data and 
assumptions. Actual results may vary and are not guaranteed. 
Income Riders: Riders that provide guaranteed lifetime income are optional, may 
involve additional charges, and are available only on certain policy forms and 
subject to conditions described by the issuing insurer. 
Illustrations: Any projections or examples shown are for educational purposes only 
and are not guarantees of future performance.  
Licensing: DB Life is a proprietary system and registered trademark of Wealth2k, Inc. 
Insurance agents offering DB Life are not affiliated with Wealth2k, Inc.  
Consumers should consult with their tax, legal, and financial professionals to 
determine suitability and proper implementation. 
Not Exclusive: DB Life can add significant benefits when made a component of 
your overall investing and savings strategy. However, it should not be thought of as a 
sole or exclusive solution to achieving retirement security.  


